How the New Order Might be an Improvement
and accordingly, it is said, we grow slack if we are
not forced to struggle.
But this is really a half-truth. What is true is that,
if we happen to be of an indolent character, we
grow slack if our work does not interest us and if
we know that, however lazy we happen to be, we
shall draw the same salary as we should draw if we
were industrious. An order of society, however, in
which everyone had to work, an order in which
there was no class which was allowed to possess
wealth without having worked for it, would easily
provide against this tendency. If you were neither
too old nor too young to work, you would have to
work or else you would starve. The incentive to
work would simply be the need of obtaining the
necessaries of life and of possessing a home where you
and your family might enjoy the ordinary comforts
and amusements.
But, you will be told, such a regulation will only
ensure that you work, and not that you work well:
a man will do the minimum amount required to
obtain the normal comforts, but no more. There are
several answers to this objection. One answer is
that with the increased efficiency of machinery it
will not be necessary for the general standard of
work to be so exacting as hitherto. This development
will occur, irrespective of any particular economic
system. There will be more time for leisure, and if
you choose to work harder than the general standard
required that will be your own affair. The extra
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